Science I 
Guide for Writing the Formal Conclusion

Science Fair

Directions:  Now that you have gathered your data by completing the experiment, it is time to look at the data with a critical eye.  You must determine what the data is telling you.  Look at your data to answer the following questions.  Then type up the information and use it to write your conclusion section (each in its own paragraph) for your display board.  When you are done with filling this in,  cut it up and glue it in your journal.  Your typed conclusion should be five paragraphs.

State the purpose of the experiment. Restate the research hypothesis. (Paragraph 1)

What are/were the major finding?  Include your data in this paragraph.  Be specific.  Averages and  Ranges should be shown here. (Paragraph 2)

State whether or not the hypothesis is supported by the findings.  Back this up with data from your experiment. (Paragraph 3)

What are your recommendations for further research?  Now that you have learned what you did, what are your next questions?  Where would you go from here?  Explain. (Paragraph 4)

How did your findings compare with that of other researchers?  Look at your background information.  Are there similarities or differences?  What are the possible explanations you can offer about your data?  Explain.  Include flaws and extraneous variables that affected your data. (Paragraph 5)

