                     Mt. Ararat High School – Academic Honesty Policy
                   (as per Mt. Ararat High School 2007-2008 School Handbook; pages 25 + 26)
A school is a community of learners which has as its fundamental purpose the pursuit of knowledge.  Like all communities, the school can only function properly when its members adhere to clearly established goals and values.  Essential to the fundamental purpose of the school are the principles of truth, integrity, and academic honesty.  Therefore, it is expected that all students will submit as their own work only that which is the result of their own efforts.

What is academic dishonesty?

Cheating:  Intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in any academic exercise or assignment.

Examples:

--Looking at someone’s paper or using a “cheat sheet” while taking a test


--Turning in a research paper that you bought from a service or received from



some other source


--Submitting your same work more than once for credit


--Using memory calculators with stored exam information while taking a test


--Using someone else’s answers for a lab/homework assignment 

--Using translating software for foreign language assignments

Fabrication:  Intentionally falsifying or inventing of any information or citation in an


 academic exercise or assignment. 

 Examples:

--Making up data on a lab assignment


--Making up a source to use as a citation in a paper

Plagiarism:  Intentionally or knowingly representing the words or ideas of another as

one’s own in any academic exercise or assignment.
Examples:  


--Quoting a source (copying information word for word) and failing to give 



proper citation


--Putting a source’s text into one’s own words (paraphrasing) and not citing the 



source


--Copying someone else’s computer disc for a project and submitting it as one’s



own

Facilitation:  Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help another student to cheat, fabricate, or plagiarize.  

Examples:


--Giving another student one’s homework so that s/he can copy the answers


--Letting someone copy one’s answers during an exam


--Giving test information/answers to students in other sections of the same class

Procedures and Consequences (for Academic Dishonesty):

When a teacher discovers evidence of academic dishonesty, s/he will meet with the

student privately.  The teacher will present the evidence to the student (without accusation) and ask for an explanation.  If the teacher believes that the student’s

action is not a violation of the Academic Honesty Policy, i.e. that the student acted unintentionally or as a result of a lack of understanding, the matter will be treated as a grading issue.  The teacher may ask the student to rewrite and resubmit the assignment.

If the teacher believes that the student violated the Academic Honesty Policy, the work will be graded as a zero. The teacher will notify the student’s parents of the violation and inform the student’s assistant principal.  Both the student and the student’s parent/guardian will be required to meet with the assistant principal, the teacher, and the student’s guidance counselor.  In addition, if the assistant principal agrees that academic dishonesty has occurred, s/he will notify the student’s other teachers.
NOTE:  Students need to be aware that the ramifications of academic dishonesty can be

far-reaching.  Grade point average and class standing can be affected; college acceptance opportunities can be reduced, as can the student’s chances of receiving scholarships and awards.  In addition, membership in organizations such as the National Honor Society may be revoked or denied.

Sources:
Scarborough (Maine) High School Student Handbook 2003-2004

Kennebunk (Maine) High School Student Handbook 2004-2005

From Mt. Ararat High School 2007-2008 School Handbook; 082907


