Scale and Distance Activity


Name_______________________________







Date________________________________







Period______________________________







Teacher_____________________________

The powerpoint will take you on a tour of the Solar System.  At each stop along the way include five facts you learned.  Make sure to label the object and the distance.

What is an astronomical unit? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Distance (AU)
	Object
	Five Facts

	40 AU
	
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



	30 AU
	
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



	19.2 AU
	
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



	9.54 AU
	
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



	5.2 AU
	
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



	2.5 AU
	
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



	1.5 AU


	
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



	1 AU
	
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



	.72 AU
	
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



	.38 AU
	
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.





Questions.  Complete these on a separate sheet of paper.

· 1.  Create a venn diagram comparing and contrasting the inner and outer planets.

· 2.  Choose two planets and create a double bar graph comparing the following characteristics: day, year, distance from Sun, mass, diameter, volume, density, gravity, atmospheric pressure

· 3.  Research how scientists measure distances outside our solar system.

· 4.  Go to http://www.northern-stars.com/solar_system_distance_scal.htm
· Write a paragraph reflection about your experiences on this site.

Mapping.

· Go to the following web page about scale and distance in the universe: http://heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/cosmic/
· Create a map of the universe from Earth to the farthest reaches of space.  Make sure to include distances and any pertinent information.  

