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Dear Parent(s):


Each year, Mount Ararat High School holds a science fair for its students at the end of the winter.  The science fair, held this year on March 5th, is an opportunity for students to present the results of long term experiments they have conducted during the first half of the school year and to see similar work done by their peers.  In addition, some students from the local science fair are selected to present at the Maine State Science Fair in May.


Over the course of the next months, your child, along with all other students taking 9th grade science courses at Mount Ararat, will conduct an original research project to be presented at the science fair in March.  Students will come up with their own research project ideas, study background information about their topic of choice, formulate an original research question and hypothesis, and test their hypothesis with a scientific experiment they will design.

As your child’s science teacher, I am excited to start these projects.  I also know that large projects such as this can be daunting, or can “sneak up” on students who have not had much prior experience with scheduling on a month by month, rather than a day by day basis.  In order to ensure that your child gets as much benefit from his or her research project as possible, and that is may cause the least amount of stress for all involved, I am including a tentative set of science fair deadlines for the students in my classes.  I encourage you to post this in your home, and use it as an opportunity to discuss the science fair process with your child throughout the year.  I hope that by my doing this, you will be able to better understand what your child is doing in classes and at the same time help him or her learn as much as possible from this project.


Your child will be beginning to choose topics for his or her science fair project in the coming weeks.  I try to stress that a research project idea is “hiding” in every activity your child participates in, whether it is a particular sport, a hobby or a scientific interest not covered in the 9th grade curriculum.  Practically any question one asks about the world has the potential to be the basis for a quality research project.  I encourage you to ask your child about his or her topic ideas and to contact me via email or phone with any questions you might have about the science fair.  My email address (the best method for contacting me) is towlec@link75.org and my phone number at school is 729-2651, ext. 247.  Best wishes as the year progresses.  I hope to see some interesting, fun and well conducted projects.









Cordially,









Mrs. Cheri Towle

PS.  If you have any interest in becoming involved by being a judge at the Mount Ararat Science Fair on March 5th, please contact me.

