Science Fair Planning Sheet



Name_________________________







Date__________________________








Period________________________

Please follow the directions below to complete your planning sheet.  Try to be as precise as possible.

1. State your problem and hypothesis.  Your problem may be a statement beginning with “Determine …”

Problem:

Hypothesis:

2. List all materials and equipment you will need for this project.  Make sure to list the following:

a. All materials and equipment that you expect to use.

b. Approximate quantities of each.

c. Specific sizes of materials if appropriate.  (Examples:  4-inch pot, AA batteries)

3. Identify the following components of the experiment.

a. Independent Variable

b. Dependent Variable

c. Controls 

d. Sample Size

e. Number of Trials

4. List the procedure you will follow.

a. Write a procedure in the form of step-by-step directions.  (A stranger should be able to do your experiment exactly).

b. Use an orderly sequence of steps.

c. Explain the directions as clearly as possible and DO NOT use the words “I” and “You”.

d. Specify materials and equipment to be used in the steps.

5. Diagram:  Sketch what your experiment will look like when it is organized and ready to run.

6. Observations:  Describe the observations that you will be making.  Include observations that will require measurements or counts, if possible.  Describe how you will measure the data.

7. Data Tables:  Design rough copies of the approximate data tables that you will use to record all of your data.  Label all measurements on this data table.

8. Graphs:  Sketch the components of the graphs that you will use to display the data.  Be sure to include:

a. X-axis labels

b. Y- axis labels

c. Key if needed

d. A line telling whether the graph will be a line or a bar graph

e. Title

