
N a m e Da te 

ES-44 
Sedimentary Inquiry 

Natural events like wind and rain break down rock into small fragments called 
sediments. In time, these particles compress and stick together. The sediment flattens 
into layers known as strata. As sediment piles up, the layers press together to form 
sedimentary rock. Some sediments result from chemical reactions at the Earth's surface. 

1. What's Next?: Use the information in the paragraph above to help you put these 
phrases describing the formation of sedimentary rock in their correct order. Place 
the letter opposite the first step in Space 1, the letter next to the second step in 
Space 2, and so forth. 

a. layers of sediment form e. sedimentary rock develops 

b. rock fragments cement together f. rock fragments compress 

c. rock fragments build up g. rock fragments present 

d. rock fragments carried in h. increased pressure due 
moving water to gravity 

Sedimentary rock may form in the fol lowing manner: 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 

Stagnant Fragment: The names of seven sedimentary rocks are broken and 
scattered about. Use the clues to help you put the names back together. 

Clues Sedimentary Rock 

1. collection of pebbles a. 

2. gritty, fine-grained b 

3. made of calcite and shells c. 

4. calcium carbonate d. 

5. flaky, clay-sized particles e. 

6. plant remains f. 

7. cemented sand grains g-
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2. 



Answer Key
SEDIMENTARY INQUIRY

1. 1. g, 2. d, 3. c, 4. h, 5. f, 6. b, 7. a, 8. e

2. a. conglomerate, b. siltstone, c. chalk, d. limestone, e. shale, f. coal, g. sandstone


